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Racial Profiling Case Scenario
My outright response to this case scenario would be labeling it as an instance of racial profiling. Racial profiling is the act of associating a particular race to specific phenomena or actions basing on the generalized assumption, the behavior of the group as opposed to individual accountability (Legewie, 2016). The first part of the first approach is absolutely right, that is, beefing up security within the subways and its vicinity, however, the second approach of randomly stopping people basing on their looks is absolute racial profiling and stereotypic in nature. As a precautionary principle, any person irrespective of their origin may be part of the terror attack, as such any suspected individual within the subways may be part of the terror attack and not only the mid-eastern looking people. Secondly, the act of entering mid-eastern neighborhoods is also racial profiling because any person can be part of the terror group and also fail to live in mid-eastern neighborhoods.  
 Racial profiling has been a major challenge to many countries around the globe especially in the United States of America and other cosmopolitan societies. Social researchers note that racial profiling is a major challenge to peace, unity and it presents a key problem to the future generations. The legal fraternity in American institutions has tried their best in ensuring that zero tolerance towards racial profiling is attained in schools and other places in the public. 
Racial profiling in the united states is illegal because it violates the constitution of the country. According to the U.S constitution, equal protection before the law is mandatory to all the citizens. Unreasonable searches are also illegal and everyone is protected from such harassment and seizures by the law (Legewie, 2016). The main reason why racial profiling is not permissible in the united states is that it inhibits community policing approaches that force people with information to keep silent for fear of being repressed by the authorities.  In addition to that, the act of racial profiling leads to loss of trust and credibility of law enforcement and authorities because the people they are supposed to protect are the ones suffering in their hands. 
People who support racial profiling argue that it is a key component of controlling crime in society today. Glaser (2015) illustrates that racial profiling is essential in determining the criminality status of an individual based on the laws of probability and swift judgment. However, this stands a higher chance of being abused because the police may take advantage and use excessive force on innocent people who have not committed any crime by seizing them basing on the racial profile. In the united states of America, racial profiling received much support after the occurrence of the September 11 attack on US soil (Aizpurua, 2017). Many people viewed that racial profiling should be used as a self-defense mechanism rather than valuing equality among people from all racial backgrounds.  
Looking at the case scenario, as an NYPD official, I would have responded in an alternative way by not only focusing on mid-eastern looking people but also any suspicious component within the threat area. The ways presented in this case is obvious racial profiling that stereotypes individuals from mid-eastern to terror links. In recent periods, terror groups have been recruiting people from all places around the globe irrespective of the race. Groups like ISIS have been on the record to be made of operatives and foot soldiers from the United Kingdom and other European countries. As such, focusing on the mid-eastern looking people alone may prove to be ineffective and counterproductive in as far as the fight against terrorism is concerned.
Secondly, before entering the houses belonging to mid-eastern individuals it will also be prudent to have sufficient evidence and search warrants to do so. Failure to make the searches and seizure procedural and systematic will tantamount to abuse of the bill of rights of the united states citizens. Because terrorism is a global threat, cooperating with intelligence agencies in ensuring accurate information is obtained before harassing individuals is important and NYPD officials should do the same to promote equity and fairness.         
Given that the same scenario would have been happening to another ethnic group I would not feel different about the policy by the NYPD. My sentiment against the actions taken by the NYPD would have been the same, that is, it is a case of racial profiling and discrimination and therefore should be looked into with immediacy because it is ineffective in fighting terrorism. Additionally, as an individual, I feel bad whenever I see innocent people are being oppressed. As such, if the same scenario happens to other ethnic groups in the united states I am willing to champion for their rights to be free from random harassments that are based on an individual’s origin and police judgment rather than evidence of criminality and fair prosecution. In concluding my response to the policy and actions of the NYPD presented in the case scenario is blatant racial profiling which is against the law and alternative approaches should be opted for when dealing with terrorism and other criminal offenses.   
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